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To the Right Honourable WILLIAM Earl 
of Pembroke, Lord High-Chamberlain ; Chan- 
cellour of the Univerfity of Oxford; One 
of his Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy 
Council. 


Right Honourable, | 
ET it pleaſe you to receive from the preſs 
what you vouchſafed to require from my 
Pen: Unworthy I confeſs either of the 
Publick Light, or the beams of your Honours judi- 
cious Eyes; yet ſuch as (beſides the motive of com- 


mon Importunity) I eaſily apprehended might be nit 


a little uſeful for the times ; which, if ever, require 
Quickning. Neither is it to no purpoſe that the Worl 
ſhould ſee in what ſtile we ſpeak to the Court, not 
without Acceptation. This, and whatever ſervice | 
may be capable of, are juſtly devoted to your Lord 
ſhip, whom all good hearts follow with true Honour 
as the great Patron of Learning, the ſincere Friend 
of Religion, and rich purchaſer of Truth. The God 
F Heaven add to the number of ſuch Peers, and ti 
the meaſure of your Lordſhip's Graces and Happineſs 


Your Honours in all humble 
and faithful obſervance, 


— as H 
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The Beſt Bargain. 


PR OV. XXIII. 23. 
Buy the Truth, and ſell it not. 


H E ſubject of my Text is a Bargain and & 

a Bargain enjoy ned, a Sale forbidden: A 
| the ſubject of both Bargain and Sale, is Trat 
A Bargain able to make us all Rich; a S: 
able to make any of us miſerable ; Buy the Truth and & 
it not; A ſentence of ſhort Sound, but large exte 
The words are but ſeven Syllables, an eaſie load for e 
Memories, the Matter is a World of Work; a lot 
Task for our Lives. And firſt, let me call you tot 
Mart, which holds both now and ever; If ye love yo 


ſelves be ye cuſtomers at this ſhop of Heaven; Buy 


— 


Trauth. 


In every Bargain there is meræ and mercatura; f 
Commodity and the Match: The Commodity to 
bought is the Truth; the Match made for this Comm 
dity, is Buying, Buy the Truth. An ill judge may p 
a good Interrogatory; yet it was a Queſtion too good 
the Mouth of a Pilate, What is Trath ? The Schools ha 
wearied themſelves in the ſolution : But to what p 

ſe ſhould I read a Metaphyſical Lecture to Courtier 

ruth is as light, (Sezd forth thy Trath, and thy Ligh 
laith the Pſalmift) which (though but one in all) yt 
there is one light of the Sun, another of the Moon, an 
n A 2 th 
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r of the Stars, another of this lower Air : There is 
eſſential Truth in the Divine underſtanding, This 
Il not be fold, cannot be bought; God will not part 
th it, the World is not worth it: This Trath is as 
Light in the body of the Sun. There is an intrin- 
al or formal Truth in things truly exiſting : For, Be- 
and Tie are convertible; All this created Truth in 
Ings, is derived from that increated trath of God; 
d it is as the light of the Sun- beams, caſt upon the 
oon, and Stars. There is an extrinſecal, or ſecon— 
ry Truth ot Prepoſit ions following upon, and 
nformable to the Truth of the Things expreſſed : 
id 'this Truth, prefuppoſeth a double conformity 
th of the Underſtanding to the Matter conceived, and 
the Words to the Underſtanding; ſo as Truth is 
hen we ſpeak as we think, and think as it is: 
d this Truth is as the light diffuſed from thoſe heaven- 
Bodies, to the Region of this lower Air. This is 
e Truth we are called to Buy : But this derivative and 


varioufly divided, . according to the matter either 
dnceived, or uttered. There is a Theological Truth, 
ere is a Natural, there is a Moral, there isa Civil; All 
jeſe muſt be dear bougl.t, but the belt at the higheſt 
ate, which is Theological, or Divine; whether in the 
rinciples, or neceſſary concluſions. The Principles of 
divine truth are the Law of truth, Mal. 2. the word of 
ruth, 2. Cor. 6. the neceſſary concluſions are they, 
hich by neceſſary coniequence are deduced from thoſe 
dly Grounds : Shortly then, every parcel of Divine 
uth, whether laid down in Scripture, or drawn ne- 
ſſarily from Scripture, is this ſacred Merchandize, 
hich we are bidden to Bay ; Buy the Trath, © 

This is the Commodity; rhe way of purcliaſing is, 
; that is, Beat the pizce and pay it. Buy it; O. 
* 3 whom? 


lative Truth, whether in the Mind, or in the Mouth, 
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whom ? For what? Of whom, but of the owner, « 
the Maker? 

The owner; It is God's Truth, P/ al 117 His ſtile 
the Lord God of Truth, Pfal. 31. The Maker; The work 
of his hand are Truth and Judgment, Pſal. 111. And 
any uſurping ſpirit of Error ſhalt have made a free. bos 
ty of Truth, and ſhallwith-hold it in Unrighteouſne 
we mult redecm it out of his hands with the higheſt rar 
ſom. | 4 

What is the price? That is the main thing in Buying 
For, Buying is no other than Agreement for the Price 
Elſewhere God proclaims; H/ twery one that Thirfterh 
come buy Wine ana Milk without Money, and without Prict 
Eſa. 55. This is a Donation, in form of Sale : But her 
muſt be a Price in the hand, God will give Mercy, an 
not ſell it: He will {ell Truth, and not give it: For wh: 
will he ſell ic? Firſt, for Labour. The Heathen Poe 
could ſay, his Gods ſold Learning for Sweat; The or 

inal word there uſed, ſignifies Get it any way, either b 
| abou? or Price, or by Labour as a Price. This greg 
Foreman of Gods Shop tells us,we cannot have it unde 
Prov. 2.4. We muſt ſeek for her as Silver, and ſearch for he 
as for hid Treaſures. The vein of Truth lies low, it mu 
be digged, and delved for to the very Center. If Trut 
could be bought with Eaſe and Pleaſure, many a laz 
Chriſtian would bid fair for it, who now reſolve rathe 
upon want, than toy]. The ({Jorhful Worldling wi 
rather take up a Falſhood for Truth, than beat his brai 
to diſcern Truth from Faſſhood; an error of Fre 
coſt is better than an high. rated Verity. Laboy 
for Truth is turn'd over for the Task of Chur 
men; no Life ſavours to theſe flegmatick Spirit 
but that of the Lillies: They neither labour nd 
{pin. This dull reſolution is unworthy of a Chriſtia 
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rof the Stars, another of this lower Air : There is 
eflential Truth in the Divine underſtanding, This 
Il not be fold, cannot be bought ; God will not part 
th it, the World is not worth it: This Trath is as 
> Light in the body of the Sun. There is an intrin— 
al or formal Truth in things truly exiſting : For, Be- 
ry and Tie are convertible: Ail this created Trath in 
Ings, is derived from that increated trath of God; 
d it is as the light of the Sun- beams, caſt upon the 
oon, and Stars. There is an extrinſecal, or ſecon- 
ry Truth of Prepefitions following upon, and 
nformable to the Truth of the Things expreſled : 
id this Truth, preſuppoſeth a double conformity 
th of the Underſtanding to the Matter conceived, and 
the Words to the Underſtanding; ſo as Truth is 
hen we ſpeak as we think, and think as it is: 
d this Truth is as the light diffuſed from thoſe heaven- 
Bodies, to the Region of this lower Air. This is 
e Truth we are called to Bay : But this derivative and 


lative Truth, whether in the Mind, or in the Mouth, 


varioufly divided, according to the matter either 
knceived, or uttered. There is a Theological Truth, 
ere is a Natural, there is a Moral, there is a Civil; All 
jeſe muſt be dear boug}.t, but the belt at the higheſt 
ate, which is Theological, or Divine; whether in the 
rinciples, or neceſſary concluſions. The Principles of 
divine truth are the Law of truth, Mal. 2. the word of 
ruth, 2. Cor. 6. the neceſſary concluſions are they, 
hich by neceſſary confequence are deduced from thoſe 
dly Grounds : Shortly then, every parcel of Divine 
uth, whether laid down in Scripture, or drawn ne- 
ſſarily from Scripture, is this ſacred Merchandize, 
hich we are bidden to Bay ; Buy the Trath, 
This is the Commodity; the way of purchaſing is, 
wy ; that is, Beat the price and pay it. Buy it; Ol 
. . whom ? 
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the Maker ? ; | 
7. His ſtile x 
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The owner; It is God's Truth, P/al x1 | 
the Lord God of Truth, P/al. 31."The Maker; The work 
of his hand are Truth and Judgment, Pſal. 111. And 
any uſurping ſpirit of Error ſhalt have made a free. boq 
ry of Truth, and thalkwith-hold it in Unrighteouſneſl 
we muſt redecm it out of his hands with the higheſt ran 
ſom. | "oj 
What is the price? That is the main thing in Buying 
For, Buying is no other than Agreement for the Price 
Elſewhere God proclaims; Hy» twery one that Therſterh 
come buy Wine and Milk without Money, and without Price 
Eſa. 55. This is a Donation, in form of Sale: But her 
muſt be a Price in the hand, God will give Mercy, an 
not ſell it: He will {ell Truth, and not give it: For wha 
will he ſell ic? Firſt, for Labour. The Heathen Poe 
could ſay, his Gods fold Learning for Sweat; The ori 
ul word there uſed, ſignifies Get it any way, either by 
abour or Price, or by Labour as a Price. This greal 


Foreman of Gods Shop tells us, we cannot have it undet 


Prov. 2.4. We muſt ſeek for her as Silver, and ſearch for he 
as for hid Treaſures. The vein of Truth lies low, it muff 
be digged, and delyed for to the very Center. If Trut 
could be bought with Eaſe and Pleaſure, many a laz 
Chriſtian would bid fair for it, who now reſalye rathe 
upon want, than toy]. The (Jothful Worldling will 
rather take up a Falſhood for Truth, than beat his brai 
to diſcern Truth from Falſhood; an error of Freq 
colt is better than an high-rated Verity. Labou] 
for Truth is turn'd over for the Task of Church 
men; no Life ſapours to theſe flegmatick Spirit 
but that of the Lillies : They neither labour nd 
pin. This dull reſolution is unworthy of a Chriſtiaff 
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ea ofa reaſonable Soul; and it we ſhould take up no o- 
er for the Body, we ſhould be fed with hunger, and 
dathed with Nakedneſs ; the earth ſhould be our Fea. 
er bed, and the sky our Canopy ; weſhould abound 
ich want, live ſavagely, and die miſerably. It was 
je juſt Canon of the Apoſtle, He that labours not, let 
m not ect ; Certainly, he can never eat of the Heaven- 
Manna of Truth, that will not ſtep forth to gather 
Hear this, ye delicate Courtiers, that would hear 
Zer mon if ye could riſe out of your beds; that would 
d God an hour, if ye could {pare it from your Plea- 
res: The God of Heaven ſcorns to have his precious 
ruth ſo baſely under-valued; if ye bid God leſs than 
abour for Truth, I can give you no comfort, but that 
» may go to Hell with caſe. | | 
The Markets of Truth, as of all other Commodities, va- 
It is the rule of Caſuiſts; the Juſtice of the Price 
dth not pitch ever upon a Point. Sometimes the price 
Truth hath riſen, it would not be bought but for dan- 
er, ſometimes, not under loſs, not under diſgrace, not 
der Impriſonment, not under exile; ſometimes yet dea- 
r, not under pain, yea ſometimes it hath-not gone for 
S than Blood. It did coſt Elias danger, Michaiah dil- 
ace, Jeremiah impriſonment, the Diſciples loſs, John 
ad Athanaſius exile, the holy Confeſſors pain, the holy 
artyrs death; Even the higheſt of theſe is but a juſt 
ice, if God call for it, (however nature may tax it as 
porous,) yea ſuch as the frank hearts of faithful Chriſti- 
s have bidden at the firſt word for Truth; What do 3 
eping, and breaking my heart ; for I am ready not to be 
1d only, but to die for the name of the Lord Jeſus, laith | 
Paul, Acts 21. Skin for Skin, yea all that a Man hath 
HY he give for his Life, ſaith Satan; but skin and life, 
Id all muſt a man give for Truth, and not think Xs 
| | | har 
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ard penny worth; Neither count Im Life dear unto me, 
hat I may finiſh my courſe with joy, faith the choſen veſſel, 
o his Epheſians. Oh the heroical ſpirits of our bleſſed 
ore-fathers, that ſtuck not to give their deareſt heart. 

lood for but ſome corollaries of ſacred Truth; whoſe 
urning Zeal to Truth conſumed them before thoſe Fires 
f Martyrdom, and ſent up their pure and glorious Souls, 
ike Manoah's Angel, to Heaven, in the Flame, Bleſſed 
\ God! Bleſſed be his Anointed, under whoſe gracious 
cepter we have enjoyed Days as much more happy than 
heirs, as their hearts were more fervent than ours! We 
nay now buy Truth at a better hand ; ſtake but our La- 
our, we carry it with thanks. I fear there want not 
hoſe that would be glad to mar the Market: It can 
> only known to Heaven, what Treacheries the Malice 
Hell may bea-brewing.Had but that Gunpowder Con- 
racy once taken effect, nothing had been abated of the 
igheſt Price of our Predeceſſors; We had paid for eve- 
y dram of Truth, as many Ounces of blood, as ever it 
oft the frankeſt Martyr. Should the Devil have been 
ffered to do his worſt, we might not have grudged at 
his price of Truth: Chriſtian profeſſion is no ſecure 
delicate Matter, he that believes muſt be no niggard 
f his Blood. But why thus dear? Not without good 
aſon: Monopolies uſe to enhance the Price; Ye can buy 
ruth at no ſhop but one, P/al. 89. 2. Thy Truth is pra- 
wed in Heaven. And it is a juſt Rule of Law, Every, 
an may rate his own : Neither is this only the ſole 

ommodity of God, but beſides, it is dear to the awner z 
hou haſt loved Trath, ſaith the Pſalmiſt. And it is a 
rue rule in the Caſes . of Cottmerce, Our love may be 
alued in the price. Yea, O Gad thy love to Truth can: 
ot be valued ; It is thy ſelf, Thou that art Truth itſelh 
aſt ſaid ſo, 1 am the 'way, ve Truth, and the Life.; "wel 
"7 cannot 
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cannot therefore know how much thou loveſt thy Truth, 
[becauſe as thy ſelf is Infinite, ſo is thy love to thy {ef 
What ſhould we hunt for compariſons ?. If all the eart 
were gold what were it? when even the very Heave: 
it ſelf is traſh to thee in reſpect of Truth: No marvel i 
thou ſet it at an high rate: It is not more precious tc 
thee, than beneficial to us. It makes us free, Joh. 8. 32 
It renews us, Jam. 1.18. It confirms us, Prov. 12. 19. It 
ſanctifies us, Joh. 17. 17.It defends us, Pſal.91.4.1n ſhort 
it doth all for us that God doth, for God works by hi; 
Almighty word, and his word is Truth, Joh. 17. There 
fore bay the Truth. And if Truth be thus precious, thu 
beneficial, how comes it to paſs that it is neglected, anc 
contemned? Some paſs by it, and do not ſo much as chez 
pen it; Others cheapen it, but bid nothing; Others bi 
[omething, but under. value it; Others bid well, bu 
ſtake it not down ; Others laſtly ſtake down, but revok 
it. The firſt that paſs by and cheapen it not, are care 
[Jeſs unbelievers; The next that chęapen it, and bid nc 
thing, are formal Chriſtians ; The third that bid ſome 
thing but not enopgh, are worldly. ſemi-Chriſtians; Tl 
fourth that bid well and ſtake it not, are glorious Hypo 
crites ; the laſt that ſtake down and revoke it, are dam 
nable Apoſtates. Take all theſe out of the Society of mer 
and how many Cuſtomers hath God, that care to bu 
the Truth ? if Truth were ſome rich Chattel, it woul 
de bought; If Truth were ſome goodly Lordſhip, 0 
the reverſion of ſome good Office, it wovld he bought 
If Truth were ſome Benefice, or ſpiritual Promotio 
Oh rimes ! ) it would be bought: Yea, how dear ar. 
we content to pay for our filthy luſts { we will need 
[purchafe them too off) with ſhame, beggery,diſeaſc,an 
flamugtion ; Ogly the ſaving Truth of God will not © 


mand. What is the reaſon of this? Firſt of all; Na 
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but bare, ſimple, plain, honeſt, homely Truth, w 
out Welt, without Ornament; It will abide none 
native Colours, it ſcorneth to court favour with paint 
and tricking, and counterfeiting ; it hates either bon 
or borrowed Beauty; and therefore, like ſome na 
Face among the painted, looks coarſe, and ruſty. TI 
are two Shops that get away all the cuſtom from Tr 
the Shop of Vanity, the Shop of Error ; The one 
knacks and gew-gawes, the other falſe Wares, an 
dulterate; both of their Commodities are ſo gilded, z 
gaudy, and glittering, that all fools throng thither, ! 
complain that they want Elbow-room, and ſtrive 
{hall be firſt ſerv'd; whereas the ſecret work of art] 
and unpoliſht Truth, can win no Eye to view it, 
Tongue to ask fo much, as, Mhat will it coſt me? ON 
ſons of Men, low long will ye love Vanity,and ſeek after li 
Secondly, though Truth in it felt be always excel! 
yet the iſſue of it is not ſeld:m diſtaſtful ; Truth bret 
Hatred. There is one Michaiah whom I hate: Am l 
come your Enemy, becauſe I tell you the Truth ? And this 
the cauſe that Frier Menot alledges, why Truth in 
Time was jo unwelcom to the Court. But if Truth 
the mother of Hatred. ſhe is the daughter of Time, a 
Truth had learn'd this of Time, to devour her oy 
Brood. So that in Time, Truth ſhall conſume hatre 
and at the laſt, a galling Truth ſhall have more thag 
than a ſmoothing Flattery. In the meantime, Tr 
bluſheth at nothing but Secrecy. — .f 5AM 
Howe er then fond or falſe hearts value the Tru 
let us that ſhould be wiſe Chriſtians, eſteem it as 
Pearl hid in the Field, which the man fold all that e 
he had to purchaſe. Would it not ſet any heart on 
with an holy anger, to ſee what the Enemies of Tr 
bid, and give for Falſhood, for Faction ? Their libel 
© 7 hy ; 1 
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Country, the life of their Soveraign, the eternal ſtate 
peirSouls hath not ſeemed too dear to caſt away upon 
Ul Bargain of a falſe-Religion , and ſhall not we bid ſo 
Eh as our zealous well-wiſhes, our effectual endea- 
Irs, our careful obſervances for the undoubted Truth 
pur Maker and Redeemer ? What ſhall I ſay to the 
Erable and ſtupid careleſneſs of theſe thriftleſs and god- 
times ; wherein every thing is appriſed, every thing 
dught, ſave that which is moſt precious, moſt bene- 
I, Truth!Ye great ones are made for Precedents to the 
For World; your Example is able to bring either 
bd or Evil into faſhion : For God's fake, for your 
IPs fake, what-ever Bargains ye make for the World, 
your Plots for the bleſſed purchaſe of truth. Oh let 
your fickle Honours, your unſatisfying Pleaſures, 
r worthleſs Profits, yea, your momentany Lives, ſeem 
to you in compariſon of heavenly Truth / 
is no ſhame in other parts for great Peers to be Mer- 
pts; ſo faith the Angel concerning Babylon, Rexel. 
Thy Merchants were the Princes of the Earth: And 
y ſhould not ye great ones be the Merchants of Truth? 
ed be the God of Truth, ye are ſo. It is no proud word 
ay, that no Court under Heaven, hath ;ſo Rich a 
k of Truth, as this of Great Britain; yet let me tell 
the very Angels knew not ſo much, but they deſi- 
to know more, Ephe/. 3. 10. And if ye had already 
rfect Knowledge of the Saints, which ye ſhall 
E . in Heaven; yet know that this Bargain ſtands 
more in the Judgment, than in the Affections. What- 
our ſpeculations may be, if our hearts be not ſer up · 
Truth, we may be Brokers, we are not Merchants; 
kers for others, not Merchants for ourſelves. As 
Saviour then, when he bids us ſell all, forſake all, 
ds it done, when in preparation 0: mind we are ready 
| to 
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to abdicate all for his name, though we do it not; {@ 
doth God hold us to buy Truth, when we beſtow our befi 
thoughts, our deareſt well-wiſhes upon it, though we 
have it already. Oh ſtir up your languiſhing zeal, ye no 
ble Courtiers, rouze up your drooping love to Diving 
Truth; Give your hearts to it, ye cannot but give all fox 
it; And if ye do not find the ſweet gain of this Bargain 
in this lover Region of error, and confuſion, ye ſhal 
once find it in thoſe eternal, and empireal habitations of 
Truth, where the God of Truth ſhall make good the 
Truth of his promiſes, with the Everlaſting Truth of his 
Glorious Performances; where Mercy and Truth ſhall 
ſo meet and embrace one another, that both of them ſhall 


embrace the faithful Soul, for ever and ever. 
® | This for the Bargain of Truth; the forbidden Sale fol 

oweth ; ſell it not. Commonly what we buy, we may 

ſell. Alexander, not the Great, but the Good, fold Mi 
Fres, Keys, Altars; the Verſe gives the reaſon; Emerat 
J. le prius, He bought them firſt. So St. Auſtin of Simon 
4 agus ; He would buy the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe he meant 
12 Io ſell it. Give me a man that buys a Seat of Judicaturez 
d dare not truſt him for not ſelling of Juſtice : He that 

a {its in the chair of Simony, will not ſtick to ſell Souls. 

ell pome things we may buy to ſell, as Jo/eph did the Egypti- 
ſi- E corn ; ſome things we muſt ſell, if we buy, as an 1/r 
dy %s Inheritance, Levit. 25, But here we are charged td 
all Puy what it is a ſin to fell; Buy the Trauth, and ſell it not. 
ids There is many a good thing ill fold; Eſaa ſells his birth- 
at- Fight for pottage; Hanan and Shecbews ſell their Couns 
up- y for Love; Dalilah ſells her Lover for a Bribe; rhe 
its; Fatriarchs ſel] their Brother fer Twenty Bilver-Rings; 
As Haman ſells the Jews for nought; the Gentiles ſells the 
all, 


ewith. Girls for Wine, Joe 55 3. 1jrael ſells the Righres 
ady Ns for Silver, and the Poor for Shoes, A 2. 6. Theit 


; Judges 


nt 
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judges ſell Sins or Innocence for Rewards, Ia. 5. 23. A. 


b ſells himſelf to Wickedneſs ; Judas ſells his Maſter ; 
Demas ſells the Truth: All theſe make an ill Market. 


the more pernicious is the Sale. The inde finiteneſs of the 


e muſt buy it with labour, therefore we may not ſel! 


fore we may not ſel] it for Gain zwe mult buy it with Diſ- 
Brace, we may not ſell it for Honour; we muſt buy it 
with Exile or Impriſonment,we may not ſell it for Liber- 
Ry; we muſt buy it with Pain, we may not ſel] it for 
leaſure; we muſt buy it with Death, we may not ſell it 
for Life. Not for any, not for all of theſe may we ſel! 
Truthzthis were a lofingBargain, as St. Chryſoſtom ſays. In 
every Bargain and Sale there muſt be a proportion; now 
eaſe, gain, bonour, liberty, pleaſure, liſe, yea Worlds of all 

heſe, are no way countervailable to Truth; For what 
Pall it profit a Man to win the whole World, and loſe his own 
out And he cannot ſell Truth, but his Soul is loſt. And 
uf any thing in the World may ſee m a due price of Truth, 
it is Peace. Oh ſweet and dear Name of Peace, the good 
news of Angels, the Joy of Good Men! who can but af. 
fect thee, who can but magnifie thee? The God of Hea- 
en before whom I ſtand, from whom I ſpeak, knows 
ow oft, how deeply, I have mourned for the Diviſions ol 
ais Church, how earneſtly I have ſet my hand on work 
pon ſuch poor thoughts of Reunion, as my meannels 
ould reach : But when all is done, I ſtill found we may 
| NU 


And in all it is a ſure rule, the better the Commodity is, K; 


tharge implies a generality. Buy it at any price; At 
po price ſell it. It is the favour of God that it may be 
bought for any rate; It is the Juſtice of God. that upon | 
any rate it ſhould not be fold : As buying and ſelling are 
_— in relation; fo that for which we muſt not | 
ell Truth, is oppoſite to that for which we may buy it. 


It for caſe. If need be we muſt buy it with Loſs, there. 
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not offer to ſell Truth for Peace. It is true that there bg 
ome Scholaſtical and immaterial Truths (the infinite 
ubdiviſions whereof have rather troubled than informe 
Chriſtendom) which for the purchaſe of Peace might 
be kept in, and returned in ſuch ſafe Generalities as minds 
not unreaſonable might reſt in; but fold out they may 
not be. If ſome Truths may be contracted into a nar- 
Irower room, none may be contracted for; as that Fa 
ther ſaid, Thoſe that are trained up in Divine Truth 
may not change a Syllable fora World. Hold that thou 
* haſt, is a good rule in all things; which if in temporali- 
ties it were well obſerved, we ſhould not have ſo many 
: EGallants ſquander away their Inheritances to live Ca 
. meleon· like upon the Air of Favour : But however this 
be too well obſerved in theſe Earthly things by fruga 
hands, which take as if they were quick, hold as if they 
were dead; yet in Spiritual Graces it can never be obſer. 
ved enough. We get Truth, we buy it as Jacob did his 
irth. right, to keep, to enjoy, not to ſell again: It there- 
ore the World, if Satan ſhall offer to greaſe us in the fiſt 
for Truth, let us anſwer him as Simon Peter did Simon 
he Sorcerer, Thy money periſh with thee, becauſe thou haſt 
hought the Truth of God may be purchaſed with Money, 

What ſhall we ſay then to thoſe pedling petty · chap- 
men which we meer withal in every Market, that will be 
bartering away the Truth of God for trifles ? Surely the 
form of our Spiritual Market is contrary to the Civil. In 
Jour Civil Markets there are more Buyeis than Sellers; 
I there would be but poor takings, if many did not buy o 
gone; but in the Spiritual, there are more Sellers of Truth 
than Buyers. 

Many a one ſells that he never had, that he ſhould 
have had: The truth of God: Here one chops away the 
Truth for Fear or Ambition ; there another lets it go for 
MOLD | the 
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the Old Shoes of a Gibeonitiſb pretence of Antiquity} ri 
Here one parts with it for a painted, gilded hobby-horſf u. 
of an outwardly pompous magnificence of the Churchl fa 
there another for the bables of childiſh Superſtition ; Onf a; 
for the fancies of Hope, another for the breath of a colld t 
dich Impoſtor. Amongſt them all, Truth is failed fro at 
the Children of Men, Pſil. 12. Yea as Eſay complained i 


Fhis time, Eſa. 59 14.7ruth is fallen in the ſtreets, What] ſt 
ſhame it is to ſee, that inthis clear and glorious Sun · ſnin ta 
of the Goſpel, under the pious Government of the tru b 
Defender of the Faith, there ſhould not want ſome Soul b. 
that ſhould truck for the Truth of God, as if it were ſom h. 
Cbeapſide, or ſome Smithfield Commodity. They hai g. 
changed the Truth of God into a lie, Rom. 1. 25. And al F 
their care is, that they may be deceived good cheap. I gi 


W hoſe heart cannot bleed to ſee ſo many well-rigg'] G 
and hopeful Barks of our young Gentry, laden with th fr 
| moſt precious Merchandiſes of Nature and Grace, haul 
in every day to theſe deceitful Ports of Error; the owner 
partly cheated, partly robbed of truth, deſpoiled of the 
rich freight, and at laſt turn'd over-board into a Sea « 
Veſparation. Oh fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched yi 
chat yon ſboald not obey, that 3e ſhould not hold faſt the Truth] y. 
Where ſhall I lay the fault of this miſcarriage ? Methinll v. 
I could ask the Diſciples queſtion, Is it we Lord? A : 
there of us that preach ourſelves and not Chriſt ? Ar d. 
there that preach Chriſt, and live him not? Woe O 
the World becauſe of Offences. It muſt needs be thꝗ 
Offences ſhould come, but woe to the Man by whom ti j gi 
Offence cometh : God forbid that we ſhould be ſo had thq ec 
the SevenHills ſhould not juſtifie us. But whatever we b 
the truth is ſtil], and ever itſelf, neither the better for e 
Innocence, nor worſe for our Guilt. If men be faultſ fr 
hat hath Truth offended? Except the Sacred Word 
t 
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upon the Divine Word muſt needs be unqueſtionably true; 
r which is built upon Human Traditions, either myſt, or 
Wy be erroneous. In the ſecond, Truth is one, conform ever 
itſelf ; Truth agrees with Truth, as one ſaid; All truth ac» 
ds with every Truth, as Gerſon : And as it is pure, fo peace- 
e; Error is full of diſſonance, of cruelty : No particulars 
ours diſſent from the written Word of God. We teach no 
£ n to equivocate; Our practice is not bloody with Treaſons, 
Id Maſſacres. In the third, Truth, as it came from God, ſo 
Weferrd to him; neither hath any other end, than the Glory 
the God of Truth. Error hath ever ſome ſelf- reſpects; ei- 
Er filthy lucre or vain-glory, profit or pride. We do not 
ank up Nature; we aim not either to fill the coffers, or 
Wed the ambition of Men. Let your Wiſdoms apply and infer, 
d now (if ye can) ſhut your Eyes, that you ſhould not ſee 
Re Truth; and, if ye care not for your Souls, when ye ſee it, 
A it: Let no falſe tongue perſwade you there is no danger in 
Nis Sale. How charitably to ever we think of poor blinded 
\ uls, that live in the forced, and invincible Darkneſs of Error, 
Irtainly Apoſtacy is deadly; However thoſe ſpeed that are rob- 
Ed of Truth, you cannot fell Truth, and be ſaved. Have 
Rercy therefore on your own Sawls, for their ſakes, for the ſake 
him that bought them, with the dear ranſom. of his precious 
Jood : And as God hath bleſſed you with the invaluable trea- 
tre of Truth, ſo hoard it up in your hearts, and manage it 
our lives; Oh ler us be 4. Juſt Nation keeping faſt the Truth, 
bz. 26. So while ye keep the Truth, the Truth ſhall keep you, 
Þrh in Life, in Death, m judgment; in life unto Death, in 
Weath and Judgment, unto the- conſummation" of chat endleſs 
d incomprehenſible Glory, which the God of Truth hath pres 
red for them that overcome ur hr gn 
To the happy poſſeſſion whereof, he that hath. ordained it in 
& good time as mercifully brin us, and that for the ſake of 
Son of his Love, Jeſus Chriſt che Righreous ; To whom 
Ich thee, O Father, ard thy bleſſed Spirit, one infinite God, 
given all praiſe, honour, and glory, now and for ever, Amen, 
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